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National Wool Rug Exhibit Visits lowa

Beautiful wool rugs filled the mas-
sive upstairs room at the Polk County
Convention Center in Des Moines,
JIowa during the 2006 McGown Na-
tional Rug Exhibit on October 27 -
29. The bi-annual exhibit, which was
originally held in Massachusetts, now
travels around the US and will not re-
turn to lowa for another 100 years.

Imagine walking into a room
with what appears to be wondertul
paintings, photographs and pictures
knowing they are not paintings, pho-
tographs or pictures but handcrafted
rugs. The beauty of the designs and
detail are hard to describe but it was
with awe that visitors wandered up
and down the isles soaking up the ex-
quisiteness of over 600 hand hooked
wool rugs. All of the rugs are new
productions in the last two years and

“Beautiful wool rugs fill Polk County Convention Center”

rugs may not enter the exhibit a sec-
ond time.

“Tapestry hooks are used, not
latch hooks,” commented Karen
Guffey, chairperson of the Iowa event,
when quizzed about the process of
rug hooking. When asked about yarn,
she explained that yarn is not used but
strips of 100% wool fabric and it needs
to be 100% wool to take the dye.

Dyeing is another important
component to the craft because of the
creation of the beautiful designs and
shading. Many rug hookers dye their
own fabric and create different de-
signs due to the shading of the fabric.
One type of dyeing that was described
was spot dyeing which actually leaves
spots on the fabric.

The wool fabric comes from nu-
merous sources but the Dorr Mill

Store in New Hampshire has had an
agreement for many years with the
National Guild of the Pearl McGown
Hookrafters to produce wool fabrics
mn a selection of colors. Rug hookers
can depend upon the colors being
available time and again.

Guffey, who plans to teach a rug
hooking class at the 2007 Iowa Sheep
& Wool Festival, stressed that anyone
can learn the craft and that some of
the best rug hookers are men. Many
tools have been developed from oth-
er applications, for example one was
adapted from a dentist pick. There are
MecGown certified teachers both in the
US and Internationally. More informa-
tion can be found about the National
Guild of the Pearl McGown Hookratt-

ers at www.mecgownguild.com.

Iowa Fiber Directory

The Iowa Fiber Directory is now on-
line at the ISU Value Added Ag Site at
www.iavaap.org. It can be found under
the resources. This directory gives lowa
producers an opportunity to increase their

visibility and contacts throughout the state
of lowa and through a virtual audience on
the Internet.

If you are interested in updating your
listing on the lowa Fiber Directory, or

registering your operation, please contact
Christa Hartsook, 1111 NSRIC, Ames. [A
50011 or hartc@iastate.edu. There is no
charge to register for the directory and list
your fiber operation online.
























